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Mark your Calendar for our October 15th 
meeting and Board Member Elections 

Eric Anderson will be giving a timely program on how to properly 

divide tuber clumps, to bleach or not, what size of tubers to keep or 

toss, various storage media and storing methods for your tubers. 

Hands-on demonstration. 

VOLUNTEERS WELCOIMED, NEEDED and SOUGHT  

Oct. 24th @ 9 AM cutting the stalks of the club dahlias meet at the 

 Silverdale Post Office club garden (some members will 

 then be sent to the Roadhouse Nursery club garden 12511 

 Central Valley Road NW). Please bring cutting tools, 

 gloves and dress accordingly. 

Oct. 31st @ 9 AM digging and washing tubers at the club gardens 

 meet at the Silverdale Post Office club garden (some 

 members will then be sent to the Roadhouse Nursery club 

 garden).  Please bring cutting tools,gloves and dress ac

 cordingly. 

Nov. 7th @ 9 AM dividing, labeling and sorting of the club tubers 

 at the Crystal Grange. PLEASE COME as this is our 

 MOST labor intensive event and crucial for the success of 

 the Tuber Sale in  April. Please bring cutting tools 

 (knives,  clippers, scissors if you will be dividing), cush

 ions for  your own comfort, reading glasses if necessary 

 and any  WASHED clumps (named with label or no-

 name) that you wish to donate. Dress for comfort and 

 bring a friend. The more the merrier!  

 Food will be provided. 

Nov. 11th @ 5 PM packing of the club tubers for their long  

 winterôs nap. 

Many, Many THANK YOUS go out to: 
¶  Wendy, Drew, Kaile and Aurora Brant for hosting our 

annual picnic in July. 

¶  All our worker-bee members for helping to set up the Au-

gust show. 

¶  Wanda Novak, Joan Hagerman, Sally Paulus for organiz-

ing our August show. 

¶  Zorina and Bob Bleu for the fabulous food at the show. 

¶  All who helped with the classification of Dahlias for the 

Kitsap Fair and to Chet Haus for handling and staging of the 

entries. 

¶  Joan Hagerman for organizing all the garden tours. 

¶  Gary Johnson, Eric and Janet Anderson, Loney Kennedy, 

Bob Overly, Celeste and Jeff Erickson and Bill and Nancy 

Jones for opening their gardens up to us. 

¶ All the worker bees who tended the club gardens. 

Itõs October 
It must be time to: 
 Mark the plants that you 
intend to keep, making sure you know 
the variety name for each plant. Be 
aware that mushy brown rain soaked 
blooms all look the same! 
 After the first frost (usually 
around Nov.1st) it is time to think 
about digging up your tubers. First cut 
down the plantõs stalk (having previ-
ously moved the name tags down to 
the base) to 6ó stalks. Let the tubers 
remain in the ground for 2 weeks to 
force new eyes to pop. 
 Gently dig up the clumps 
(ensuring that the tag goes with it) 
and wash off the dirt. Make sure your 
tuber clump is clean and trimmed of 
the hair roots and damaged tubers. 
Soak the roots briefly (optionalñin a 
mixture of 1/4 cup household bleach 
to two gallons water). Decide whether 
to keep the clumps as they are for the 
winter or to divide the tubers with 
eyes now (in which case you will be 
dealing with a clump that is fairly easy 
to cut through). Either way  
 Place the washed clumps in a 
well-ventilated area until they are 
surface dry. The clumps are now ready 
to be divided and stored for the win-
ter. Washed clumps should be divided 
within a few days of digging or the 
tubers will start to shrivel, placing a 
newspaper over the clumps will diminish 
the chance of drying. Label each tu-
ber/clump. Make sure you have plenty 
of No Blot Ink Pencils for labeling and  
a sharp cutting instrument. 
 Dividing and storing informa-
tion will appear in Novemberõs newslet-
ter. 



Your 2009 Officers 
 

President: Loney Kennedy 377-1649 
Vice President (programs):  
 Penny Armstrong 731-6654 
Recording Secretary (minutes):  
 Wendy Brant 830-4137 
Corresponding Secretary (newsletter):  
 Peta-Maree Lamb 598-4581 
Treasurer (financial, membership, publications): 
 Bill Jones 297-2134 
Trustees: 
Wanda Novak 692-4829 
Gary Johnson 698-2427 
Joan Hagerman 876-0518 
ADS Representative: Chet Haus 698-4874 
Federation Representative:  
 Eric Anderson 698-1330 
 

Contact any of these persons regarding club events (note 
all officersõ phone numbers begin with the prefix 360). The 
Regular Board Meetings are held at 6 PM on the first 
Thursday of the month at Lindaõs Knit and Stitch, 3382 NE 
Carlton in Silverdale (in the old church next to the log 
building in old Silverdale). The General Meetings are held 
on the third Thursday of the month at 7 PM at the Crystal 
Grange 2160 NE Paulson Rd, just off of Central Valley 
Road in Poulsbo (with the exception of July and August). 
BOTH meetings are open to all. If you have an item for 
discussion, please contact Loney and he will put you on 
the agenda. If you have an article or item for the newslet-
ter, please contact Peta-Maree at the meeting, via phone or 

The many places you could have been 

this summer: 
 

¶  Our club picnic in July. There were 36 

people bringing 19 dishes, 15 having choco-

late as their main ingredient. Thank heavens 

for Wendyôs Teriyaki chicken and Bob 

Overly's Smoked Salmon. 

¶  Our 85th Dahlia Show at the Kitsap 

Fairgrounds. 

¶  The 2009 SCDS National Show in 

Everett. Mike and Sally Paulus brought only 

one entry and were on the head table! Eric 

and Janet Anderson won 7 ribbons, Pat Paul-

son proudly proclaimed ñI won a section 

awardò, and our Kaile Brant was winner of 

the Best Junior in the show. 

¶  The Garden Tours. Talk about a 

WOW factor! Winners of tubers are: Aug 

27th at Gary Johnsonôs, the tuber winner 

was Wendy Brant, Sept. 3rd at Eric and 

Janet Andersonôs, the winner was Wanda 

Novak, Sept. 10th at Loney Kennedyôs, 

Sally Paulus was the lucky winner and on 

the same day at Bob Overlyôs, Pat Paulsenôs 

name was drawn, Sept. 15th at Bill and 

Nancy Jonesôs garden, Peta-Maree Lamb 

was the lucky winner and on the same day at 

Celeste and Jeff Ericksonôs, Bill Jonesôs 

name was drawn. 

¶  Our September meeting where Jack 

Crockett (Truemark Photography) presented 

a PowerPoint presentation of his Dahlia pho-

tos from a micro point of view. The names 

such as: Dahlia Candy, Heart of Gold, Wild-

fire, Cascade of Petals, Ice and Fire, At 

Witôs End, Heart of Fire, Confection, Mael-

strom, Sunspotsé..were intriguing enough, 

but his images of centers of the flowers or 

petals or portions of dahlias were fascinat-

ing. He seeks to capture small things, a dif-

ferent look. He stated that it was not the 

equipment, but the ability to see an image. 

Arenôt you sorry you missed his presenta-

tion? We welcomed JoAnne Gilman from 

Chico who became our newest member, 

Chuck and Jean Feth from Kitsap Lake and 

Jaci Turk, Joan Hagermanôs neighbor and 

potential dahlia grower. 

¶  Please plan on coming to Octoberôs 

meeting where WE will be electing the 

Board Members for OUR club. Your input 

is important as it will determine what the 

club does next year!!!!!!! 

 

!!! DONõT FORGET !!!  
 

At Octoberõs meeting we have our elec-

tion for new (or recycled) 2009 - 2010 

Board Members. A Presidential and a 

Secretarial candidate are still lacking but 

it is not too late to put other nominations 

for ANY position on the ballot. Prior to 

the October 15th meeting notify Starr 

Elliott at 253 - 265 - 3388 to put the name

(s) on the ballot or bring them forward 

at Octoberõs General Meeting as a write-

in.  



I trust in nature  

for the stable laws  

of beauty and utility.  

Spring shall plant 

and  

Autumn garner   

to the end of time. 
ñRobert Browningñ 

 

Talking Dahlias  
  Over the fence  

         with Loney Kennedy 

 Well this will be my final article for our 

newsletter as President of your KCDS. 

 There have been many memorable things 

over the last year and I will cherish them forever. 

On October 15th you will elect a new President and 

Board of Directors. I donôt know who they will 

be? It is the same story every yearéNo one wants 

to step forward until the last minute. I wish the 

new officers well and offer my support. 

 I took this job because I felt I could change 

some of your attitudes as to what it takes to be a 

good member and show you how to grow great 

show dahlias. I failed! 

 I wanted to have the club use the newslet-

ter as a tool instead of an obligation. I failed! 

 I wanted to get more people traveling to 

other clubôs shows. This is how we get them to 

come to ours! I failed! 

 I wanted to get more people involved with 

our projects, so it wouldnôt be the same people do-

ing everything all the time. I failed! 

 I wanted our board members to recruit as-

sistants, so we would have candidates for the next 

election. I failed! 

 I wanted to increase the attendance at our 

meetings. I failed! 

 I wanted to have a good time and get to 

know you better. I succeeded! 

 Thank you for the opportunity to be your 

President, 

Loney 

 


