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Mark Your Calendar for our 

June 17th Meeting  

It’s June, 

 it must be time to: 

Pinch, Stop and Disbranch: when A or 

AA dahlias have two or three pairs of 

leaves, pinch off the growing tip, for 

smaller dahlias (B and BB) leave three 

or four pairs of leaves, miniatures, 

balls and all others leave 5 pairs of 

leaves stopping once the terminal bud 

has formed. 

Tie: as your dahlias grow, tie them to 

support stakes. 

Fertilize: when plants are 4-5 inches 

tall and have established a good root 

system, give them a dose of nitrogen 

to help speed development (i.e. Mira-

cle Grow). Potassium and phosphorus 

are essential for tuber and bloom de-

velopment, but should be added later 

in the season. 

 

Worker Bees Still being sought for: 

help with maintaining the Club Gar-

dens, securing prizes for our club’s 

86th show in August 

and help with the 

show (set up, clerk-

ing, hospi- tality and 

t a k e down). 

Clear your schedule for Sunday, 

July 25th for our annual club picnic 

at the Brant’s. Wendy is thinking 

Marinated grilled pork tenderloins 

(chicken for those that do not do 

pork), Potato Salad, Fresh vegeta-

bles, rolls & butter,  a large cooler of 

Lemonade. The rest is up to what-

ever everyone brings.  We can all 

look forward to another Choco-

late buffet!    

This spring’s weather has been frustrating to every-
one I’m sure.  I decide to wait to plant my tubers the 
week after Mother’s day.  The temperatures at night 
were just to cold so I decided to wait.   The funny 
thing about dahlia tubers is whenever the conditions 
are right they will grow.   Once I planted some 400 
tubers, it started to rain and is still raining as I write 
this article.   But all of my tubers are coming up.   The 
temperatures been just perfect and about 85 % have 

sprouted so far. Yes!    
 

I hope everyone remembered the slug bait.   I’m us-
ing the big bag I received at one of our Christmas 
parties.   It’s amazing how those slimy things can 
sniff out a new dahlia sprout, but some of my plants 
have already been stopped Mother Nature’s way.  I 
have impressed myself with not digging around 
looking for new shoots like I have in the past. It’s a 
bad habit and one usually breaks the delicate new 
shoot off before it even breaks the soils surface.   Be 

patient for a few more days!  
 

I’m excited to take over as vice president for 
KCDS!  My main duty is to put together the pro-
grams for our club meeting.   I need your help with 
suggestions for future programs.   Email with your 

ideas at championea1@comcast.net  .   

 

This month’s program is titled “Care of the Dahlia 
from Sprout to the 2010 KCDS Show”.  The program 
will consist of a panel of members from our own 
KCDS, who will cover topics that include: fertilizing, 
watering, staking, stopping and deadheading, and 
insect control.   See everyone at our next meeting 

June 17, 2010 at 7pm.  

Eric Anderson  

mailto:championea1@comcast.net


Your 2010 Officers 
 

President:   Penny Armstrong 731-6654 

Vice President (programs):  

 Eric Anderson 698-1330 

Recording Secretary (minutes):  

 ***OPEN*** 

Corresponding Secretary (newsletter):  

 Peta-Maree Lamb 598-4581 

Treasurer (financial, membership, publications):  Bill Jones 297-

 2134 

Trustees: 

 Wanda Novak 692-4829 

 Joan Hagerman 876-0518 

 Gary Johnson 698-2427 

ADS Representative: Chet Haus 698-4874 

Federation Representative:  

 Gene Gardipe 871-5389 

 

Contact any of these persons regarding club events (note all offi-

cersõ phone numbers begin with the prefix 360). The Regular Board 

Meetings are held at 6 PM on the third Thursday of the month at 

the Crystal Grange 2160 NE Paulson Rd, just off of Central Valley 

Road in Poulsbo (with the exception of July and August).  The Gen-

eral Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at 7 PM 

at the Crystal Grange (with the exception of July and August). 

BOTH meetings are open to all. If you have an item for discussion, 

please contact Penny and she will put you on the agenda. If you 

have an article or item for the newsletter, please contact Peta-

Maree at the meeting, via phone or e-mail at lambsp@comcast.net. 

 

Friendly Flowers for Al-

lergy Sufferers 
 

****Dahlias**** 

Geranium (Pelargonium) 

Hibiscus  

Iris 

 

It appears as if summer might be a 

bit late! Ha Ha but our Dahlias are 

trudging thru and growing any way. 

Yeh!   

 At our last meeting you all were 

great and what a fun, fun time!  Our 

next meeting will be great too. I 

really hope to see you all there ! 

Happy weed pulling. AND ~ Thanks 

to all of you great VOLLUN-

TEERS !   You all have worked 

soooooo Hard.  

Penny 

Dutch’s Rhubarb Cake 
 

1 cup sugar 

5 cups rhubarb cut into small pieces 

1 pkg. strawberry or raspberry Jell-O 

1 cup (or more) miniature marshmallows 

1 yellow cake mix 

 

Spread rhubarb over the bottom of a 

greased 13 inch baking pan. Spread 

sugar and Jell-O over rhubarb. Cover 

the above with marshmallows. Prepare 

yellow cake mix according to directions. 

Pour prepared cake mix over marshmal-

lows. Bake at 350 degrees for 50 min-

utes or until a toothpick come out clean. 

 

ENJOY in memory of Dutch who once 

turned a white dahlia blue with colored 

water and took it to a show. 

 Sally Paulus 



You Should Have Been There! 

 Master Gardener, Garden Doctor, Claudia 

Groth, who has been working with Pacific North-

west home gardeners for over 30 years gave a 

most enjoyable presentation on Integrated Pest 

Management sponsored by Neudorff. She began 

with a fascinating history of pest control from 

the  Greeks, Chinese, Egyptians to the Middle 

Ages to the pesticide debacles of the ‘50s right 

up to the present evolution of organic gardening 

products such as Sluggo Plus (which kills earwigs, 

cutworms, sowbugs as well as slugs & snails). She 

outlined the steps of successful gardening as be-

ing: prevention (the right plant in the right place), 

monitoring (assessing pest damage), identifying 

(whether insecticide or fungicide is needed), 

choosing the acceptable injury level (daughter’s 

upcoming wedding?), and how to manage any sub-

sequent damage. Protection of your plants can be 

achieved (in order of preference) by cultural 

means (healthy plant, good location), physical 

means (footies on apples, row coverings), biologi-

cal means (Mason Bees, predators, parasites) and 

chemical means either natural (insecticidal soaps, 

pyrethrins, canola based oils), or  synthetic 

(petroleum based oils). She mentioned means of 

eradicating aphids, spider mites and slugs. Kaile 

Brant assisted in handing out product descriptions 

on Sluggo, Sluggo Plus, Take Down Garden Spray  

(Monterey), Insecticidal Soap  and Orchard Spray 

(Bonide),  3-in-1 Disease Control and Insect Con-

trol (Espoma Earth-tone). After her presentation, 

a raffle was held for full sized products of Sluggo 

Plus, Sluggo and other products she represents. 

Many, many winners made for very, very happy 

members!!!! 

 After refreshments Eric Anderson acted 

as our auctioneer for various tubers, cuttings, pot 

tubers, heirloom tomatoes, hot & spicy peppers, 

and decorative plants. Highlights were the vigor-

ous bidding of Jim Sibon against Penny Arm-

strong, Bill Jones’s bidding with a leaky coffee 

cup, Zorina Bleu’s last second (really, at the last 

second) bidding technique, Zorina bidding against 

Aurora Brant until Aurora’s sister Kaile stepped 

in, Midnight Star going for $18, a mystery dahlia 

from England being offered, a tuber of Rooster a 

red stellar, Steven’s Vanda, Sweet Williams (aka 

Wild Bill), and a variety of offerings from the 

Smith’s Chimacum Tawny, C. Nadjae, C. Katie, C. 

Dahlia Garden Planting 

A small but dedicated group of Dahlia society members 

gathered at the Silverdale Post office at 9:00 am Sat-

urday morning to plant our gardens.  Eric brought his 

tiller and was making good progress tilling the Post Of-

fice gardens by the time Gary arrived (late) with the 

tubers and the planting plan.  Everyone pitched in and 

started planting while Wanda kept track of the neces-

sary chances to the plan.  There were no tags available 

so we will have to go by Wanda’s record when we go back 

to hang tags.  After the Post Office garden was com-

pleted, the group went to the Roadhouse to plant the 

garden there.  The Roadhouse garden was completed by 

about 1:00 pm.  Neither garden has a watering system 

installed, so we can be thankful that there was a moder-

ate rain early Monday morning.  A list of the varieties 

planted follows; repeated names represent varieties 

that were planted in more than one location: 

Kelvin Floodlight, Bonaventure, Ivory Palaces, Zorro, 

Inland Dynasty, Spartacus, Mr. Larry, Clara Huston, 

Elma Elizabeth, Vassio Meggos, Mingus Nicole, Mingus 

Wesley, Kenora Wildfire, Edna C., Lady Darlene, Glori-

osa, Ukraine Free, April Dawn, Blackberry Ripple, Hamari 

Accord, Carmen Alexandra, Alpen Bill, Sorbet, Lakeview 

Illusion, Camano Sitka, Trelyn Rhianon, Oreti Stacy, 

Myrtle's Folly, Ruskin Diane, Jomanda, Hans Funk, Chi-

macum Katie, Chilson’s Pride, Embrace, Loverboy, Wor-

ton Blue Streak, Jennie, Just Peachy, Vista Lindsey, 

Urchin, Cheyenne, Kari Fruit Salad, Rose Toscano, Ber-

nadette Castro, Weston Spanish Dancer, Glenbank Twin-

kle, AC Devin, Cornel,  Snoho Doris, Greendor,  Cross-

field Ebony, Glenplace , Little Clown, Verrone's Sandra 

J, Gwyneth, Sandia, Melody, Wildwood Marie, Pam How-

den, Taratahi Glo, Kelsey Sunshine, Elvira, Alpen Cherub, 

Goldie Gull, Alpen Diamond, Pooh, Honka, Lorona Dawn, 

Lakeview Peach Fuzz, Urchin,  Kelgai Ann, Holly Hill Elec-

tra, Taratahi Lilac, Ferncliff Illusion, Amy’s Starr, 

Jennie,  Mars, Lucky Ducky, Alloway Candy,  Reddy, Wine 

Frost, Urchin, Audrey Grace, Kenora Clyde, Hollyhill 

Pinkie, Bodacious, Sean C, Akita, Jessie G, Newaukum 

Honey, Chimacum Cathleen, Wanda’s Capella, Taratahi 

Ruby, Kari Fruit Salad, Wine Frost,  Skipley Sunrise, 

Figurine, Brookside Snowball,  Robann Royal, Kathy’s 

Choice, Pearson’s Michelle, Rembrandt, Hissy Fitz, Show 

and Tell, KKK Katie, Keith H, Sean C, Northwest Cosmos, 

Mingus Toni, Light Accord, Little Bees Wings, South 

End, Lupin Ben, Hy Clown, Brush Strokes, Pineland’s Prin-

cess, Little Bees Wings, Lupin Ben, Pineapple Lollipop, 

Pineland’s Pam, Horse Feathers, AC  CJ 

 Thank You also to Bob Overly, Wanda 

 Novak , Ted Buila and many more 



Kitsap County Dahlia Society 

P.O. Box 502 

Silverdale, WA 98383-0502 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 

KITSAPDAHLIAS.ORG 

Itõs not too early to think about who to ap-

proach for donations for our KCDS show in 

August. Obtain donation forms from Wanda 

Novak. Remember that you too can donate! 

Please step forward and help out at 

our club gardens. For a one week 

commitment, you (and a friend or 

two) will be responsible for weed-

ing, disbranching, disbudding, tying 

up, dead heading and being a 

friendly face to any of the curious 

public who might wander by. In-

struction, if needed, will be given 

for any techniques you might not be 

familiar with.. Sign up with a friend. 

You don’t even have to be signed up, 

Federation Hall of Fame Nominees, by 

Members of  KCDS, are Dave and 

Leone Smith and Andy Babb 

(posthumously). These individuals are 

acknowledged for making major contri-

butions to Dahlia Horticulture and being 

of service to the Federation. 

 

Thank you Gary Johnson for 

coordinating the planting of 

the club gardens.  


