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Our next regular meeting will be Thursday, June 15th at the
Crystal Grange, 2160 NE Paulson Road, Poulsbo (just off Central Val-
ley Road) beginning at 7 PM.

For the educational program we will have a 50 minute DVD pres-
entation by Bob Schroeder on our 2005 Kitsap Dahlia show. Included
will be the judges’ meeting and the awards ceremony. If you have never
been to a show, this will be an excellent introduction. If you showed
successfully last year, you might like to relive that moment when your
name was called.

Providing goodies for the meeting will be Linda Hallett and Zo-
rina Bleau.

RESERVE THESE UPCOMING DATES

July 15, Sat Federation Summer Workshop 9 AM -3 PM AM Faith
Lutheran Church, North Seattle . Contact Richard Tailleur or Bob
Schroeder for more details.

July 16, Sun our annual KCDS picnic at Joe Rettig’s home in
Suquamish. More details given at the June meeting and in July’s
newsletter (map and driving directions). Flower staging and
basket making demonstrations will be featured at the picnic

July 22, Sat. Federation Judges’ Training workshop, 9 AM-3 P M in
Tacoma at Connell’s Dahlia Farm. Contact Richard Tailleur or
Bob Schroeder for more information.

July 29, Sat. Farmers Market in Poulsbo from 9AM-1PM. We will
have a booth to promote our society and advertise for our
Dahlia Show. Please bring your blooms (those that won'’t
make it to the show) so we can show the great diversity of
dahlias. Contact Kim Schleis or Beth Taylor for more details.

July 29 & 30, Washington State Dahlia Show, Freight House Square,
Tacoma

August 5+6 , Sat + Sun-"our” very own KCDS Dahlia Show at the
Kitsap County Fairgrounds , President’s Hall. Contact Terry
Schroeder for more information. Contact Wanda Novak with
prize donations.

it must be time to:
Pinch, Stop, Dis-
branch : when A or AA
dahlias have two or
three pairs of leaves,
pinch off the growing
tip, for smaller flow-
ered dahlias (B and
BB) leave three to four
pairs of leaves, Minia-
tures, Balls and all oth-
ers leave 5 pairs of
leaves stopping once
the terminal bud has
formed.

Tie: as your dahlias
grow tie them to sup-
port stakes.

Fertilize : feed with 10-
10-10 water-soluble
fertilizer (Alaska Fish
Fertilizer, Miracle
Grow) to provide nitro-
gen needed for healthy
growth. Later potas-
sium and phosphorus
will become more im-
portant for tuber and
bloom development.
Mulch: as it decom-
poses adds organic
material to the soil,
prevents rapid mois-
ture loss from the soill,
keeps the weeds
down.

Please note: in an effort to control costs, this newsletter will be posted in its entirety on our web

site at www.KitsapDahlias.org . If you cannot , or do not wish to receive it this way, you must notify either
Peta-Maree Lamb or Bill Jones by August 1st , and it will be snail-mailed to your address instead.
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Welcome to our May visitors:

Elaine Brennen and Marge Somerville,
we hope to see you back!

TIMING BLOOMS FOR the KCDS SHOW

TERMS: Stopping: to cut of the top of a dahlia plant three, fogr
of five sets of leaves up from the ground. Suggested stopping}is
usually after three sets of leaves for an AA or A diaer; sets of

leaves for a B and five sets of leaves for a BB datdias. Minia-
tures and Poms can also be stopped to encourage bushy plan
Disbranching: to remove some of the new side branches in th
main stemDisbudding: To remove some of the buds of potentfal
blooms from the side branches.
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Useful web sites with links: THE PURPOSE of all these operations is to concentrate the
www.Dahlias.net , www.Dahlias.org strength of the plant on those blooms you hope to takeshow or
and our own web site make the most beautiful vase displays.

I would like first to thank Dick Ambrosé Camano
Dahlias for being my resource expert. Then to say that thie be
published general information is printed in the booKIAHLIAS:
A MONTHLY GUIDE |, published by the Puget Sound Dahlia 4s-
sociation and available from our club Treasurer, Rilhes.

Try this. Count back 70 days before®S show and
use that as a starting time of the Giant and Largersodf you
are someone who does not dig your dahlias every yeawil
probably have dahlias well up by that date. Btppping’ a few
plants at different times using 60 — 80 days before the slsogur
time frame. Since different cultivars mature atedlént rates it jus
takes playing around with the ones you like to grokndw from
experience that Inland Dynasty matures very slowly afichaid
several days when mature in our garden.

www.KitsapDahlias.org with links to other web sites.

You may have a Giant or Large dahliaithgrowing on
a good straight stalk with a well formed terminal bifdt looks as
S — though that top bud may flower in time for the show you can
(ﬁ [§ BREAK THE RULE,don’t stop that plant and just disbud its twg
side buds. You may get ONE winning bloom from that plant.
Maybe it is worth taking that chance!

For B and some A size dahlias stppping” at about 55
days before our show. For the smaller ones just rerbogs that
show up more than 20 days or so before the show.
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Worker Bees still being
solicited for:

Help with the club garden through the
summer,
Prize securers for our show,
Members to help set-up on Friday

If your larger flowers seem to be comingao fast you
can nip out the center, or terminal bud, and wait for alsidieto
develop. That will probably make a bloom about one watsk |
than it would have been otherwise. Our show is varlyén the
season and timing is not an exact art.

and take down on Sunday,
Members to man our information
table at the show,
Clerks for Saturday Morning
of our show,
Helpers for Madeline West with food
at the show.

Another rule of thumb that | like is talkwabout in the
garden on Julyor 8" andstop any plant that has not yet been
done. REMEMBER : The point of all this is to get bigger and
better blooms, and hopefully get them when you want them
Be sure to take off any branch on your dahlia plant thet doe
look good to you and let the strength go to the resteoptant.
You want straight stems. A beautiful flower on a crab&em
will not get a Blue Ribbon!

Leone Smith
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Bothered by pesky earwigs??
Recommended by Chet Haus and used
by Beth Taylor, Triazicide made by
Spectracide. It comes as a
concentrate that you connect
to a hose for application.

In this example only four branches are wanted on a giant
(AA) dahlia. Four branches have been removed. Noitice how
the plant was balanced.
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Flowers are beautiful &
hieroglyphics of nature,
with which she indicates

how much she loves us.
-Johann Wolfgang Von Geothe-
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Y. Ten members have offered to show off

K their gardens this year. Joan Hagerman K
K will have the dates and maps to their K
Y. homes at our June meeting and July Y.

picnic. Car pools will be encouraged.
K Featured this year will be the K
K accomplishments of our four footed gar- K
K deners: Kelpie for digging holes, English K
Setters for pruning vegetation, Bulldog for

K squashing shoots. More details will be in K
K July’s newsletter. K

Members, Please Step UP

New Blood, New Ideas sought
Please think about serving on the follow
2006-2007 committees:
Tuber Sale Committee

(see Pat Paulsen for details)
Newsletter Committee

(see Peta-Maree Lamb)
Club Garden Planting Committee

(see Beth Taylor)
Sunshine Committee

(see Eric Anderson)
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President’'s Message

Wow, June is here and all of my tubers are in
various stages of growth above ground. Some are al-
ready 12 inches tall while others are just breaking the
surface. This Spring has brought us the perfect growing
conditions to start our dahlia season. | am especially ex-
cited about the tubers | spent a little extra money on. |
always get very nervous and disappointed when new
introductions take their time coming up or don't come

up.

I would like top discuss one of the bad habits of
the serious dahlia grower that occurs this time of year.
How many of you are "peekers"? A "peeker" is someone
who is starting to get inpatient with the progress of those
tubers who should be popping through the soil. The
"peeker"” tours the garden daily and performs a daily in-
ventory of the remaining tubers that aren't up. Then the
"peeker can't take it any more and starts to poke around

Recommended Dahlia Books:
Dahlias: A monthly Guidepublished by the Puget Sound
Dahlia Association, 48 pages, many color photos @i
from Bill Jones for $5.
Raising Beautiful Dahlias the Easy Waywn 80 page guid
edited by Richard Peters MD, various dahlia authorsamne
tributors, an ADS publication, See Ebeth Ellis to oi%&00.

through the soil to find that new shoot. First your look for
any sign of change in the soil, a little crack or small
mound, any true signs of progress. Then the "peeker
gently caresses the soil, lightly touching the surface back
and forth to expose the young shoot. You then get a little
more aggressive and, SNAP, you break the new shoot
off.

Ok, it's confession time. In the past years | have
been obsessed with peeking. | have perfected my peek-
ing techniques and have caused little damage to the new
dahlia shoots. | have managed to only break two shoots
this year. Because of the great growing conditions the
plants have quickly responded with new shoots.

Elmo and Bentley are leaving my dahlia garden
alone having installed some fences in key areas. The
dogs just love eating dahlia tubers. | was able to distract
them while planting this year by throwing them both a tu-
ber to eat. They would play keep away, sit quietly and
eat, or play tug-a-war with strand of tuber they didn't eat.
So far so good.

I hope everyone enjoyed last months meeting
format. Plan on having the education sessions first the
rest of the year followed by the business meeting. Has
everyone found sponsors for our dahlia show. It's not to
late to start asking local businesses. One final word be-
fore | close, don't forget about the slugs and snails. See
you at the board meeting! Eric
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Kitsap County Dahlia Society

P. O. Box 502

Silverdale, WA 98383-0502



