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it must be time to: 

 

      Mark the plants you in-
tend to keep, making sure 
that you know the variety 
name for each plant. Note, 
rain soaked mushy brown 
blooms all look the same!  
      After the first frost, it’s 
time to think about digging 
up your tubers. Cut down 
the plants to a 6 inch stalk. 
      Let the tubers remain in 
the soil for 2 weeks to force 
new eyes to pop. Cover the 
hollow stem so as not to col-
lect rain. 
      Gently dig up the 
clumps and wash off the 
soil. 
      Decide whether to keep 
the clumps as they are for 
the winter or to divide the 
tubers with eyes now. In ei-
ther case rinse them well 
and give them a bleach bath 
(1 cup bleach per 2 gallons 
of water). 
      The tubers will keep 
best in an  area  that is cool,  
below 45 degrees Fahren-
heit (but NOT freezing), 
stored in plastic bags, half-
filled with cedar shavings or 
vermiculite. Store the bags 
securely in boxes until 
March or April. Check 
stored tubers during the 
winter and discard any that 
show signs of rot. 
 

            Note: There is an ex-
cellent web site on Digging, 
Dividing and Storing Dahlia Tu-
bers by Ben Lawrence com-
plete with pictures at www.
d a h l i a s . n e t / d a h w e b p g /
cultureindex/culture.htm. 
 

         This month’s meeting will be October 19th, at the Crystal 
Grange, 2160 NE Paulson Road, Poulsbo (just off Central Valley Road) 
beginning at  7 PM. During October’s meeting we will be holding elections 
for 2006-2007 KCDS  Officers . Positions are:   President; Vice-President; 
Treasurer;  Recording Secretary (minutes of meetings); Corresponding Sec-
retary (newsletter);  one new Trustee. The educational portion of this 
meeting will be on digging, dividing and storing tubers for the winter 
presented by Tom Kramer.  

         

      Many dates to volunteer during  
October and November  

            Saturday, October 14th beginning 9 AM  the stalks of the club dahl-
ias will be cut down at  Silverdale Post Office Club Garden and the Road-
house Club Garden (12511 Central Valley Rd NW). Volunteers needed ! 
            Saturday, October 28th at 9 AM , will be the digging up of tubers at 
the Post Office in the morning, lunch provided by KCDS, then in the after-
noon we’ll be digging up tubers at the Roadhouse Club Garden on Central 
Valley Road. Please come to one or both of the above diggings. Volunteers 
needed , welcomed , and sought . Come participate, learn and get plenty of 
hands-on experience! Please bring your own tools: shovels, hand clippers for 
trimming up the tuber clumps, gloves, waterproof gear for the tuber washers 
and layered clothing for the vagrancies of the Pacific NW’s weather. 
            Saturday, November 4th at 9 AM , ALL hands REALLY, REALLY  
NEEDED for the dividing of tubers for their long winter’s nap at the Central 
Valley Community Hall and Garden Club (10200 Central Valley Road). 
Many hands make the work light, Volunteers most definitely welcome 
and needed!!!!! Come learn, practice and see how it should be done. 
Please bring cutting tools (knives, hand clippers), cushions for your own com-
fort on hard, cold folding chairs, and an appetite for pizza for lunch. There will 
be soda, coffee, and morning goodies provided too. Note: Please bring any 
WASHED (there is no water at the Garden Club) clump s that you wish to 
donate at this time so that they too might be prepared for their long winter’s 
nap. Named and labeled or no-name clumps will be most appreciated at the 
sale in April. 
            Wednesday, November 8th will be the boxing up of ou r named 
and labeled clumps for storage during their winter’s nap. This packaging will 
again be at the Central Valley Community Hall and Garden Club (10200 
Central Valley Road). 
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President: Eric Anderson 698-1330 
Vice President: (programming)  Beth Taylor 620-3808����
Recording Secretary: (minutes)  Ebeth Ellis 479-5635  
Corresponding Secretary: (newsletter) ��������
�������������������������������� Peta-Maree Lamb 598-4581 
Treasurer: (membership, financial, publications) 
             Bill Jones  297-2134 
Trustees:  
             Tom Kramer 394-1848 
             Joan Hagerman 876-0518 
             Pat Paulsen 698-0123 
ADS Representative: Chet Haus 307-0383 
Federation Representative: Richard Tailleur 871-1741 
 
 

Contact any of these people regarding club events or for 
answers to dahlia gardening questions. {Note, all the Offi-
cer’s phone numbers begin with the prefix  (360)}. The 
Regular Board Meetings are held on the first Thursday of 
the month at 6 PM . The General KCDS Meetings are at 7 
PM on the third Thursday of the month at the Crystal 
Grange (with the exception of July, August and January). 
BOTH meetings are open to all. Note: If you have an item 
for discussion, please contact Eric and he will put you on 
the agenda. If you have an item for the newsletter 
PLEASE contact Peta or e-mail her at 
lambsp@comcast.net. 
 

Useful web sites with links:  
www.Dahlias.net , www.Dahlia.org  

and our own web site,  
www.KitsapDahlias.org  

 

Web Master: Larry Sukut 769-5458 

 
 

A Big KCDS Thank You to: 
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September Raffle Winners 
 

Tom Kramer—ceramic box 
Lonnie Kennedy—expandable  

garden rake 
Dutch Boerger—expandable spade 

Beth Taylor—garden shears 
Bill Jones—garden gloves 

Dutch Boerger—bulb planter 
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A Big KCDS Thank You to: 
Joan Hagerman for organizing,  
and all members who hosted,  
the Garden Tours this season. 

        A Very Big KCDS Thank You goes 
out to the Club Garden Committee of 
Beth Taylor, Kim Schleis and Tom 
Kramer for their very hard work in ensur-
ing our club had its very best gardens 
ever, and to all those members who vol-
unteered to be responsible for it’s up-
keep. 
        KCDS needs a new Club Garden 
Chairperson, could that be you? If the P.

 

Federation of NW Dahlia Growers Annual Meeting, 
1 PM on Saturday Oct. 7th , Legion Hall, 145 Alverson 
Blvd., Everett. There will be reports from various Offi-
cers, Representatives and Committee Chairs, Federa-
tion Medals will be presented to those who won a 
Flower of the Year in this past show season, elections 
of Officers and a clump auction on new originations. 

Joan Hagerman again went well 
above the call of duty. Not only did 
she organize the garden tours but 
at September’s meeting she passed 
out certificates for the winners of 
the tuber draw at each garden and 
laminated signs for the tour hosts. A 
BIG thank you once again! 

 



                                                                     KCDS MEMBERSHIP FORM           
DATE______________ 
(Please Print) 
 

NAME (S)_______________________________________________________________                                                                                                                  
 

Street Address ___________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                      
 

City                                                                                   State                Zip Code_________                            
 

PHONE (________)                                         E-MAIL ___________________________                                                                         
                                                      KITSAP COUNTY DAHLIA SOCIETY  
     New Member_____ Single - $8.00 Family - $12.00  Junior - $4.00 (under age 18) 
     Renewal__________                                                            
 
 

                                       FEDERATION OF NORTHWEST DAHLIA GROWERS  
     New Member * Name ______________ Single -  $10.00 Couple (Sharing same Garden)  - $15.00   
     Renewal  __________                     Junior   16 & under    (No cost if sponsored by Fed Member) 
                                                      After 1/31/07 - $12.00 per person   (For renewal only) 

 

                                                           AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY  
     New Member  * Name ____________   Single -  $20.00 Couple - $23.00    Student - $5.00 
     Renewal    ______________________ 
                                                                                                            Total Amt. Enc._________ 
 

           ADS & Federation Information  
 
Name                                      Judging Status (circle one) Clerk      Candidate      Accredited       
                                                                                                                                  Senior 
Name                                                                                 Clerk      Candidate      Accredited        

                                        Senior 
Judging Credentials from: Federation __________________ or Conference _____________ 
 
Name                                                                                                                                                  Exhibitor/Showing Level (circle one)       Novice          Amateur        

Open 
Name                                                                                                             Novice          Amateur        

Open 
 

Do you wish separate exhibitor numbers for each person?             Yes______ No_______ 
Note:  Spouses sharing the same garden must exhibit in the division of the more advanced grower. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Please complete this form and send it along with your payment to the Treasurer using the club’s mailing address, or 
pay your dues directly at the December meeting. *Indicate which person is applying for membership if applicable            
                          SEND TO: KCDS TREASURER: P0 Box 502; Silverdale, WA 98383-0502 
 

             If you join the Federation of Northwest Dahlia Growers, you will receive a show book after March 2007. You 
must indicate your judging status and showing status for the Federation records. Judging status will be verified by the 
Judges Evaluation Chairperson. 
             ADS dues must be paid by December 31. Membership in ADS entitles you to receive a current Classification 
Book and the ADS Bulletin (quarterly). This membership is optional for the general membership, but mandatory for 
all judges. 
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I trust in nature for the stable laws  
of beauty and utility.  

Spring shall plant and  Autumn gar-
ner  

to the end of time. 
—Robert Browning—– 
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            As my first year as president draws to a 
close I want to thank all of the members who con-
tributed there time on the many initiatives we com-
pleted. I want to especially thank the KCDS Board 
for making this year a successful one. I hope you 
will thank all of the officers and trustees at out next 
meeting for their efforts. Its time to elect new offi-
cers and trustees and its time for our members to 
get involved whether it be at the board level, dig-
ging and dividing, packaging, the tuber sale, our 
dahlia show, or exhibiting your prize dahlias. KCDS 
has so much to offer each and every member. We 
have lots of projects and ideas for next year and 
need the help of our membership to make it hap-
pen.  
 

Eric  

Message from the President   
            Tonight Janet and I went out to pick 
dahlias before the forecasted rain. As we 
quickly filled three buckets to take to Harri-
son Medical Center, we both admired our 
very productive dahlia garden. Not only had 
we had a very successful show season, we 
have harvested hundreds and hundreds of 
flowers to share with neighbors, family, 
friends, hospital staffs at both Harrison and 
Naval hospitals and the patients we care for. 
I would have to say this was our most pro-
ductive flower year ever!  
           So what contributed to this amazing 
season? Could it be my very large water 
bill? Could it be Messenger? We used Mes-
senger in 2005, Could it be healthier tubers 
we planted this year? Could it be countless 
hours of disbudding? Could it be the fertil-
izer program we used? Could it be the 
weather? Probably a little of all of the above 
with some luck and love of a hobby that just 
keeps on giving. I hope all of you had as 
much fun and experienced the joy that the 
life of the dahlia can give.  

 
Ki tsap County Dahl ia Society 
P.  O. Box 502 
Si lverdale, WA 98383-0502 

Please see 
Treasurer  
with your 

membership 
form and dues 
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