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      Thursday, November 17th will 
be our next meeting, held at the Crys-
tal Grange, 2160 NE Paulson Road, 
Poulsbo (off Central Valley Road at 
7PM.   

      Come and see our newly 
elected president, Eric Anderson, back 
from a month in Europe and meet the 
rest of your board members for the 
2005-2006 year. 

The program for the evening will 
be a review of tuber dividing; to bleach 
or not to bleach; what size of tubers to 
consider keeping or tossing; various 
storage media and storing  methods 
for your tubers over the winter. This 
will be especially informative for all our 
new members. Note: KCDS is now 
116 members + 3 lifetime members 
strong! The new member packets are 
just flying out the door! In addition 
there will be a round-table discussion 
on the pros and cons of the use of 
Messenger on dahlia growth, bloom 
and tuber production. 

      Refreshments will be provided 
by  Monica and Richard Tailleur and 
Larry and Joy Silverthorn. 
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it must be time to: 
 
Prepare your tubers 

for their long win-
ter’s nap. 

 

Using a very sharp 
knife, cut away 
from the stalk each 
tuber that has an 
eye and trim off all 
hair roots. 

 

Rinse your freshly-cut 
tubers in a dilute 
solution of bleach 
(1/4 cup to 3 gal-
lons of water) for 
15-20 minutes. 

 

Drip dry your tubers 
and label each one 
with  it’s variety 
name using an ink 
blot pencil . 

 

Let tubers air dry for 
12-24 hours. 

 

Store your tubers 
loose in crates, or 
sealed in plastic, 
or layered in ver-
miculite, or swad-
dled in cedar 
chips, or …… 

 

Store them in a cool, 
dry place where 
the temperature 
will remain be-
tween 40-50 de-
grees. 
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            Thursday,  December 
15th will be our KCDS annu al 
Christmas Party at the Grange. 
            Are you interested in 
helping at this upcoming Christ-
mas Party? Have any ideas or 
suggestions? Want to make it 
our best holiday party ever? 
Please contact Beth Taylor, our 
chairman for this event.  
            Thomas Kramer will once 
again be preparing his famous 
slamming sockeye salmon which 
he caught in the Kenai River this 
summer. It will be an epicurean’s 
pot-luck affair, so start thinking 
of your best holiday side dish or 
desert (sign-up list at Novem-
ber’s meeting) and something 
($10-$15 gift / participating per-
son) for our madcap gift ex-
change. 
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Number of Winter Storage  
Tubers: 

2003-2004——2,393,  
2004-2005——3,951, 

� � 2005-2005—–3,066 � �  
These numbers are subject to 
change due to over the winter 

spoilage. 
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Useful web sites with links:  
www.Dahlias.net , www.Dahlias.org  
and our own web site,  
www.KitsapDahlias.org . 
                

A Very Big KCDS Thank You  
 

     Goes out to the Club Garden Committ ee 
of Beth Taylor,  Kim Schleis and  Tom Kram er 
for their very  hard  work in e nsur ing our  
club had its ve r y best gardens ever, and t o 
all those me mbers who volunteered to be r e-
sponsible for it’s upkeep.  
 

     In addition Thank Yous go to 
all Worker Bees:  

 

     The weather was beautiful (as Beth  
Tay lor said, “Once we get a canopy for b ad 
weather during club activities, we won’t  
need it”), and the turnout was fantast i c 
for the Oct. 22 nd dig at bot h t he Post O f -
fice and the Roadhouse club gardens. Sp e-
cial KUDOS go t o our NEW memb ers, Celes t e 
Sisson, and Joy and Larry Silverthorn w ho 
joined in to h elp. “Old” (memb er that i s) 
attendees included: Beth T., Madeline W.,  
Tom K., Fuzzy K., Bob M., Bill and Nan cy 
J., Jim and Pa t S., Dave and Le one S., Ki m 
S., Pat P., Michelle R. and her dad Joe R . , 
and Wanda N. P i zza and soda w as brought  
over to the Ro adhouse garden t o feed la g-
ging spirits. Thankfully both gardens were  
dug, tubers washed, trimmed and delivered  
to the garden c lub by 2:30, a s the ver y 
next day it poured! 
     Our tuber dividing and labeling on  
Oct. 29th was once again very well attended  
by both old an d new members (o ver 30 me m-
bers!!!), and once again the canopy was not  
needed. New member Fred Nelson’s wife up on 
picking him up  commented  “quite a set u p 
and I can’t believe the number of workers!”  
This year we e ven had an alph abetizer w ho 
made the job o f counting and s toring (a nd 
eventually packaging for the sale) so ve r y 
much easier! Aside from some concern th at 
the tubers would be bloom ing before packi ng 
thanks to our mild weather, the divi din g, 
labeling and clean - up was completed by  
4:00. 
     Wednesday, Nov. 2nd saw tuber baggers  
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Cover Crops 
 

Cover cropping is a age-old practice that is 
gaining popularity again.  Cover crops improve 
the soil and aid in weed control, even in the 
winter.  Cover crops such as buckwheat, oats, 
and winter rye protect and rejuvenate the soil 
by building organic matter.  Cover crops such 
as clovers, fava beans and vetch store nitrogen 
for future use by plants.   
 
Leaving a garden area or raised bed unprotected 
in our winter climate of heavy precipitation can 
lead to mineral and nutrient loss, soil compac-
tion and soil erosion. 
 
Cover cropping is often used in a combination 
of rye and clovers.  They should be planted be-
fore the first freeze to enable the seeds to crack 
and get a good hold onto the soil .  Rye is the 
most cold-hardy and wil l tolerate a wide range 
of soil conditions.  Clovers are best planted in 
fall . 
 
Planting is easy; seeds can be scattered by hand 
in raised beds or broadcasted in larger garden 
areas.  Lightly rake in the seeds, but do not 
bury.  You can use anywhere from a half-pound 
to two pounds of cover crop seeds per 1,000 
square feet. 
 
Before planting spring crops, mow, chop or till 
under the cover crop.  You will need to turn 
over the area several times until the cover crop 
is decomposed, about 2 weeks.  Never let the 
cover crops go to seed. 
 
You can find seed at feed stores, local nurseries 
or from seed catalogs.   
 
Your soil will be rejuvenated and the benefit of 
the cover crop will aid in healthy soil and 
plants. 
 

Article written and submitted by  
Kim Schleis 

 

October Meeting Notes: 
 

              Not only did we have visitors, but those visitors all became 
members. KCDS welcomes: Linda Hallett (friend of the Taill eurs in 
spite of out-competiting them by winning the Best Single Flower at 
the Puyallup Fair, Betty Germano (who joined after seeing our dis-
play at the Post Office), Jeff Erickson and Celeste Sisson (who just 
came to see what we were about at September’s meeting), LuAnn 
McRae and Chris Butler-Minor. KCDS is now has 113 members 
and 3 li fetime members strong. 
 
              Kim Schleis presented a very informative program on  
cover crop gardening and soil and bed preparation for growing 
dahlias (complete with two excellent hand-outs). An excerpt ap-
pears to the left. “Poor” Larry Silverthorn solicited littl e sympathy 
when he remarked that he’ ll be taxed to follow Kim’s recommenda-
tion of 2-3 weeks turning and tilli ng the cover crop prior to planting 
tubers as he is shortly leaving for Hawaii for a lengthy visit and 
upon his return will be off on another trip . 
 
              After the program and refreshment break, Madeline West 
and Michelle Randall (“ I made the ballots, I don’ t speak”) pre-
sented a full state of candidates for the 2005-2006 Board and then 
proceed to run the election in a manner up to Loney Kennedy’s 
standards (in other words—well done ladies). The 2005-2006 
elected slate of officers included incumbents: Bil l Jones-Treasurer 
and Peta-Maree Lamb-Corresponding Secretary (newsletter), Trus-
tee Joan Hagerman and newbees: President Eric Anderson, cur-
rently on vacation in Europe for a month (replacing Wanda Novak 
who after 5 years laid aside her mantle), Vice-President Beth Taylor 
who wil l oversee the programs presented, Recording  Secretary 
Ebeth Elli s (now Nancy Jones “can sit back and enjoy the meet-
ings” ) and 1st year Trustee Pat Paulsen. 
 
              If you have any fun ideas for our upcoming December 
15th Christmas party, please pass them on to the chair-Beth Taylor 
or better yet volunteer to be a part of her band of elves. Remember 
it is only 37+/- days until then, but who is counting except me! 
 
              Madeline West pointed out that due to the frequent occur-
rences of vandalism and orgies (Loney Kennedy asked ”what 
nights?” ) at the Grange, a gate is to be installed at the entrance to 
the parking lot by the end of November. The Board will have keys 
to unlock the gate, so don’ t be too early to the meetings (but don’ t 
be late either!). 
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NOTE: If you are a new 

member who joined after August 
1st, you are considered a paid 
member for the 2005-2006 year. 

  

 
K i t s ap Co u n t y Dah l i a So c i et y  
P. O. B o x 5 02 
Si l v er d al e, WA 98383-0502 

Please see Bill 
Jones with 

your member-
ship form and 

dues. 

The 
New Year  
2005-2006 
For KCDS 
is  
Nov. 1st 

DUES ARE DUE  

DUES ARE  

DUE 

DUES ARE DUE 
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